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Immigrant Fears Reach 
‘Fever’ pitch as ICe plans 
Huge Manpower Boostadults talk down to 

kids, assuming that 
because someone 
is small they won’t 
understand.” She 
believes most 
children’s program-
ming falls into this 
category — adults 
reading to children 
or “telling you how 
it is.” Research 
shows that children 
basically know 
what they want to 
do in life by age 10, 
she says, “but how 
would a kid know if 
they weren’t exposed?”
   For that reason, her guests — there 
might be one or two per show — talk 
about what they’re experts in.
   “It’s a little crazy,” says Kerry Jones, 
a National Weather Service meteorol-
ogist and regular guest. “Sometimes, 
randomly, kids will connect the 
topics. Last time I was on, there was 
also a woman from the Bio Park, and 
ZH�ZHUH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�%XWWHUÁ\�
Pavilion, so we got into a connection 
between wildlife and weather.”
   Despite the often anarchic format, 
the kids’ questions, though random, 
are relevant. In talking about snow, 
for instance, the conversation turned 
WR�WKH�KH[DJRQDOLW\�RI�VQRZÁDNHV�DQG�
why snow accumulates where it does. 
“One thing you learn is that it’s OK to 
admit that there are a few things we 
just don’t know,” Jones says.
   The show discusses current events 
and can sometimes take on an edge. 
After Donald Trump signed an 
executive order banning travel to the 
United States by Muslims from Iraq 
and six other nations, Stone brought 
back Rahim AlHaj, an award-winning 
PDVWHU�RXG�SOD\HU�ZKR�ÁHG�,UDT�LQ�
1991 as a political refugee. Conversa-
tion turned to what it was like to be a 
refugee. Then AlHaj was asked if he 
had to leave behind pets. Yes, he said, 
he never found out what became of 
his beloved homing pigeons.
   “They don’t have the reserve that 
we have built into our conversations. 
They always get to the heart and soul 
of the matter,” Stone says.
   Cirrelda Snider-Bryan, an environ-
mental educator at the Natural His-
tory Museum, who has been a guest, 
thinks Stone “is really a scientist at 
heart because she’s always covering 
science themes.”

   Kids are “paying a lot more atten-
tion than we give them credit for,” 
says Stone, who tackles complex 
topics because her own children were 
fascinated by science yet terribly let 
down by the curriculum in the Albu-
querque Public Schools. “The testing 
in our state is on math and reading, 
and while that’s great, what’s fun in 
school is science.”

Giving voice
   “I have a strong belief that public 
radio is ours, and part of that is reach-
LQJ�RXW�DQG�ÀQGLQJ�NLGV�DQG�SXWWLQJ�
them on the air,” Stone says. “KUNM 
has a very explicit mission to serve the 
underserved, to be the voice for the 
people who don’t have a voice. In my 
mind, kids don’t ever have a voice.”
   In fact, that voice may represent 
her most revolutionary contribution 
to radio. KUNM General Manager 
Richard Towne says he tunes in just 
to hear the kids’ voices, as he believes 
many adults do. “It’s refreshing, not 
VRPHWKLQJ�\RX�ÀQG�DQ\ZKHUH�HOVH�RQ�
the radio.”
   Some kids have been on the show 
for as long as 10 years. Anna Gilboard, 
a seventh grader at the Bosque School, 
started with the show three or four 
years ago because she wants to be an 
actress. Through it, Anna says, she has 
gained a sense of “community.”
   For children who listen in, hearing 
other young voices on the radio is 
immensely appealing, says Snider 
Bryan, whose own daughter tuned in 
as she was growing up. “It’s a true gift 
that she gives the community, and I 
often think how lucky we are to have 
that in Albuquerque.”
Keiko Ohnuma is a freelance journalist 
who lives in Corrales. She is the former 
publisher of the Bosque Beast.
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Who is the most underserved, 
underrepresented group in 

American media today?
   Katie Stone would argue it’s chil-
dren. Parents may roll their eyes 
— until they witness what happens 
on Saturday mornings at 9, when 
Stone corrals 12-16 kids into a studio 
DW�.810�)0������WR�EURDGFDVW�´7KH�
Children’s Hour.”
   “There’s nothing like what we’re 
doing anywhere in the U.S.,” Stone 
says of the live format that grew out 
of inheriting the long-running time 
slot in 2001. With 730 shows under 
KHU�EHOW��VKH·V�FRQÀGHQW�VD\LQJ��´:H�
are the only show I’m aware of that 
is live, with local kids, talking about 
local issues.”
   The formula makes for a freewheel-
ing, improvised, occasionally chaotic 
hour as Stone interviews people from 
the community, then opens it up for 
questions from her young co-hosts. “I 
always tell them in advance what the 
theme is,” she says, “and to think of 
questions and topics.”
   The guests can be biologists, 
musicians, activists, meteorologists, 

politicians or zoologists. The impro-
vised unpredictability of each week’s 
show lends it an almost insurgent feel.
   Although she does stage-manage 
the crew — kids have to raise their 
hands and be called on — for the most 
part, Stone lets them run things. There 
is no more radical an overturning of 
accepted values on local radio.
   “There’s a lot of fear about having 
kids in an adult workplace,” says 
Stone, who wonders why other radio 
stations don’t replicate “The  
Children’s Hour,” which is podcasted 
DQG�KDV�D�VLJQLÀFDQW�QDWLRQDO�DQG�
international audience online.
   Stone raised two stepchildren with 
her husband, Andrew, before bearing 
two of her own. She has two grandchil-
dren as well. “So I’ve been doing the 
parenting thing for 25 years,” she says.

Power of ideas
   Since her early involvement as a 
teen in radio in the Chicago suburbs, 
Stone has harbored passionate convic-
WLRQV�WKDW�VKH�KDV�ÀJXUHG�RXW�KRZ�WR�
translate into action.
   “I get really frustrated when I hear 
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KUNM’s ‘The Children’s Hour’ Not So Childish

Katie Stone’s long-running Saturday show attracts children 
and adults alike.  Photo: Cristina Ortega
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Local opposition continues to build 
against Donald Trump’s proposal 

to ban Muslims from traveling to the 
United States and to accelerate depor-
tations of undocumented immigrants 
already here.
   A rally on Civic Plaza Tuesday after-
noon drew about 250 people. 
   “There is a hunger and a need for a 
way for people to express their anger, 
their fear, how depressing what’s 
going on in America right now is,” 
said Barbara Lemaire, founder of a 
newly organized group calling itself 
Indivisible Nob Hill.
   In Washington, the Trump admin-
istration sought to quell panic in the 
nation’s immigrant communities even 
as the federal government’s plans 
VROLGLÀHG�WR�VWHS�XS�GHSRUWDWLRQV�
and hire more agents to apprehend 
immigrants.
   Homeland Secretary John F. Kelly 
announced plans to hire thousands of 
additional immigration enforcement 
agents, expand the pool of immigrants 
prioritized for removal, speed up 
deportation hearings and enlist local 
law enforcement to help make arrests. 
   “We do not need a sense of panic 
in the communities,” a Department 
RI�+RPHODQG�6HFXULW\�RIÀFLDO�VDLG�LQ�
a conference call with reporters, The 
Washington Post reported.
   But that appears to be exactly what’s 
happening.
   Milagro Padilla, a member of the 
NM Dream Team and United We 
Dream, said, “The recent uptick in 
activity that we’ve been seeing from 
ICE [U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement] is a blatant attempt to 
drive up fear in our communities, and 
that’s just something we’re not going 
to stand for,” Padilla said.
   “It scares people from leaving [their 
homes],” Padilla said. “People are 
going to stop going out to stores, peo-
ple are going to stop spending extra 
money, they’re not going to go out 
and do things for recreational purpos-
es. It makes people stay inside.”
   “It makes this fever storm of ru-
mors,” he said.
   Samia Assad, president, Coordinat-
ing Council of Albuquerque Center 
for Peace and Justice said, “It’s really 
heavy on the heart to see this behav-
ior, almost Gestapo-like behavior.”
   “What do we stand for?” she asked. 
“Are we going to tolerate people be-
ing dehumanized and being treated, 
pretty much like animals?”

   In Santa Fe, in response to a draft 
DHS memo leaked last weekend, a bill 
has been introduced to prohibit use 
of the New Mexico National Guard 
in deportation actions. The memo, 
later disavowed by the White House, 
proposed federalizing up to 100,000 
guardsmen nationwide to assist 
ICE in rounding up undocumented 
immigrants.
   “No matter what they say, they were 
obviously discussing trying to use 
the National Guard as a deportation 
force,” said the bill’s sponsor, Bill 
McCamley, a Las Cruces Democrat.
   “The precedent of sending members 
of the military into people’s homes 
is … ‘overreach’ is a kind word for 
that. ‘Frightening’ is more accurate,” 
McCamley said.
   “If I was in El Salvador and my 
two options were get pressed into a 
gang and get shot, or go to the United 
States illegally, I would choose option 
two, as would anyone else,” he said.
   Joel Gallegos, an organizer for the 
Party for Socialism and Liberation 
NM, said the stepped-up deportation 
initiative is a personal one for him. 
“[My father] was deported under 
WKH�2EDPD�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DERXW�ÀYH�
years ago,” he said. “This is an issue 
that hits close to home for me.”
   “The United States has been very ex-
ploitive of immigrant labor and it has 
done very little to actually hide this, 
and I don’t see it changing whether 
it’s a Trump administration or any 
other presidential administration, it’s 
going to continue happening because 
the United States needs the labor,” 
Gallegos said.
   State Auditor Tim Keller, who 
is running for mayor, echoed the 
economic impact of immigrants. “It’s 
a simple fact that immigrants are at 
the heart of New Mexico’s well-being 
and economy,” he said. “The data our 
RIÀFH�FRPSLOHG�VKRZV�WKDW�LPPLJUDQW�
communities and border trade make a 
critical contribution to our state.”
   Justin Remer Thamert, executive 
director of the New Mexico Faith 
Coalition for Immigrant Justice, said, 
“We’re setting up a situation where 
people are afraid to interface with law 
and enforcement and with the justice 
system.”
-RKQQ\�9L]FDLQR�LV�DQ�$%4�)UHH�3UHVV�
Weekly journalism intern. 


